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Goal: To equip Master's students with a systematic approach to
writing a high-impact literature review.

Importance: A literature review is not just a summary; it is the
foundation of your thesis, demonstrating your expertise and
justifying your research.

Outcome: By the end of this guide, you will have a clear roadmap
to transform a pile of papers into a coherent academic
argument.
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A Literature Review is a
Synthesis, Not a List

Definition: A survey of scholarly sources on a
specific topic that provides an overview of
current knowledge.

The "Perfect" Review: It identifies relevant
theories, methods, and—most importantly—
gaps in existing research.

Key Distinction: Unlike an annotated
bibliography which lists sources, a literature
review synthesizes them to tell a story about the
state of the field.

Purpose: To establish your credibility and show
how your research fits into the "bigger picture."



Define Your Question: Start with a clear research question (e.g., "Impact of
social media on Gen Z body image").

Keyword Expansion: List synonyms and related terms (e.g., "Self-esteem,"
"Instagram," "Adolescents").

Use Boolean Operators: Combine terms with AND (narrow), OR (broaden),
and NOT (exclude) to refine results.

Leverage Databases: Use Google Scholar, JSTOR, and your university
library; check bibliographies of "landmark" papers for more leads.

Strategic Searching Starts with
Keywords Student Central Services Student Central Services 



Academic misconduct is any behavior that compromises fair assessment of a
student’s work.

It includes, but is not limited to:
Self-Plagiarism: Reusing your own work or data for multiple submissions
without acknowledgment or permission.

Academic Fraud & Fabrication: Creating false data, citations, or records.

Falsification: Manipulating or omitting data, methods, or sources;
impersonating another student.

Unauthorized Assistance: Giving or receiving help on academic work
without instructor approval.
Plagiarism & Inadequate Acknowledgement: Presenting others’ ideas or work
(e.g., data, code, designs, art, or teachings) as your own.

WHAT IS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 



Unauthorized Assistance: Giving or receiving help on academic work
without instructor approval.
Plagiarism & Inadequate Acknowledgement: Presenting others’ ideas or work
(e.g., data, code, designs, art, or teachings) as your own.

Always credit contributors, verify permissions, and consult your supervisor when
in doubt.

Rule: If it is not your idea, cite it.
Do: Paraphrase, integrate sources.
Don’t: Copy or misrepresent data.
All citations must appear in reference list.

WHAT IS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 



DATABASE SEARCH
STRATEGIES



1.Download & Install Zotero app and browser connector from zotero.org/download

2.Create Account & Sync to back up and access your library online

3.Add References by clicking the connector icon when browsing articles, books, or websites

4.Organize Library with collections (folders), tags, notes, and merge duplicates

5.Use Zotero in Word/Google Docs to insert in-text citations and generate bibliographies automatically

6.Manage PDFs & Metadata by uploading files or letting Zotero retrieve citation info

7.Collaborate & Share through group libraries for team projects

MANAGING YOUR REFRENCES 

Zotero OWL - Purdue University 



MANAGING YOUR REFRENCES 

1.Visit Purdue OWL at owl.purdue.edu and select the APA 7th Edition style guide.

2.Learn General Format: Understand the paper format including title page, abstract, main body, and

references.

3.Use In-Text Citations: Include author’s last name and publication year; add page numbers for direct

quotes.

4.Format Reference List: Alphabetize, use hanging indents, and follow proper capitalization and italics rules

for titles.

5.Check Source Types: Follow examples for books, journal articles, websites (with or without authors), and

more.

6.Consult Samples: Review sample papers to see APA in action.

7.Cross-Check Citations: Compare your citations with Purdue OWL examples to ensure accuracy.

OWL - Purdue University 



 The 5-Step Workflow for
Success

Define your topic and find relevant
literature using strategic keywords.

Search
Select the most credible and
relevant sources (quality over
quantity).

Problem-Solving and Focus
Look for themes, debates, and gaps
across your selected papers.

Identify

A Systematic Approach Saves Time and Reduces
Stress Next Page

Outline
Choose a structure (thematic,
chronological, etc.) that fits your
argument.

Write
Draft your review using a clear
Introduction-Body-Conclusion format.



Step Best Practice Common Mistake to Avoid

Search
Use strategic search techniques (e.g., Boolean
operators) in academic databases like JSTOR
or Scopus.

Over-reliance on Google Scholar or non–
peer-reviewed sources.

Evaluation Prioritize peer-reviewed, recent, and highly
cited research.

Summarizing articles individually without
connecting ideas.

Organization Group sources by theme, theory, or argument
—not by author or date.

Failing to identify relationships
(agreement/disagreement) between sources.

Contribution Clearly explain how your study fills a gap or
extends prior research.

Not articulating the unique value or gap your
study addresses.

LITERATURE REVIEW:
BEST PRACTICES



Boolean operators are words (or symbols) used to combine or exclude search
terms in databases, search engines, and digital libraries. They help refine and
structure searches to yield more accurate and relevant academic results.

Use AND to narrow, OR to broaden, NOT to exclude.
Use "quotation marks" for exact phrases.
Use parentheses to group terms.
Use truncation (*) and wildcards (?) to capture word variations (e.g.,
educat*, wom?n).
Always check each database’s Help / Search Tips section — rules can differ
slightly.

LIT REVIEW - BOOLEAN OPERATORS 



Boolean operators are words (or symbols) used to combine or exclude search
terms in databases, search engines, and digital libraries. They help refine and
structure searches to yield more accurate and relevant academic results.

Use AND to narrow, OR to broaden, NOT to exclude.
Use "quotation marks" for exact phrases.
Use parentheses to group terms.
Use truncation (*) and wildcards (?) to capture word variations (e.g.,
educat*, wom?n).
Always check each database’s Help / Search Tips section — rules can differ
slightly.

LIT REVIEW - BOOLEAN OPERATORS 



Operator Function Use Example Effect

AND Narrows search – includes all specified
terms

nanotechnology AND cancer Fewer, more specific results

OR Broadens search – includes any listed
terms

robotics OR "automation systems" More results, covers synonyms

NOT Excludes unwanted terms machine learning NOT finance Removes irrelevant results

“ ” (Quotes) Finds exact phrases "artificial intelligence" Precise matches only

( ) (Parentheses) Groups terms and controls search order (vaccines OR immunization) AND COVID-19 Organizes complex searches

* (Truncation) Finds multiple word variants genet* → genetics, geneticist, genetically Expands coverage

? (Wildcard) Replaces one character in a word wom?n → woman, women Handles spelling variations

LIT REVIEW - BOOLEAN OPERATORS 
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Requirement Description

Clear Formulation
The central research objective and questions must be specific,
well-articulated, and directly address a gap in the existing
literature.

Scientific Importance Highlight the theoretical or conceptual contribution your
research makes to the existing body of knowledge.

Practical Importance Explain the real-world implications, applications, or benefits of
addressing the problem.

Evidence-Based Support the existence of the problem with credible citations,
statistics, or references to prior research.

PROBLEM STATEMENT: DEFINING RESEARCH GAP 



QUALITY OVER QUANTITY IN SOURCE SELECTION
Student Central Servcies Student Central Servcies 

Evaluating Credibility and Relevance is Essential Next Page

The CRAAP Test: Evaluate sources for Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy,
and Purpose.

Landmark Studies: Identify the "pivotal" publications that everyone in the field
cites.

Critical Questions: What problem is the author addressing? What are the key
theories? Are the methods robust?

Note-Taking: Don't just read; take notes on findings, strengths, and
weaknesses immediately to avoid re-reading later.



IDENTIFYING THEMES, DEBATES,
AND GAPS

Finding the "Aha!" Moment in Your Research Next Page

Define the
problem or

debate. 
Trends

1

Do certain theories or methods become more popular
over time?



IDENTIFYING THEMES, DEBATES,
AND GAPS

Finding the "Aha!" Moment in Your Research Next Page

What key themes are presented and how do authors
voice them? 

Themes

2



IDENTIFYING THEMES, DEBATES,
AND GAPS

Finding the "Aha!" Moment in Your Research Next Page

Where do scholars disagree? (e.g., "Author A argues X,
while Author B suggests Y").

2

Debates

3



IDENTIFYING THEMES, DEBATES,
AND GAPS

Finding the "Aha!" Moment in Your Research Next Page

What is missing? Is there a population, method, or context
that hasn't been studied yet? This is where your research

lives.

2

Gaps

4
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The Synthesis Matrix: Your
Secret Weapon

What it is: A table where rows are "Sources" and
columns are "Themes" or "Key Concepts."

How it works: Fill the cells with what each author says
about a specific theme.

The Benefit: It allows you to see at a glance how
different authors relate to each other.

Writing Aid: When you write a paragraph about
"Theme A," you simply look down that column and see
all the relevant citations and arguments.



Author & Year Research Question/Purpose
 

Method Key Findings Relevance to Your Research

 Literature Review Matrix Template 



CHOOSING THE RIGHT
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

Structure Should Follow the Logic of Your Argument Next Page

Thematic: Organize by sub-topics or issues (most common and highly
recommended).

Chronological: Trace the development of the field over time (useful for
historical shifts).

Methodological: Compare different research approaches (e.g.,
Qualitative vs. Quantitative results).

Theoretical: Focus on different theories or models used to explain the
phenomenon.



WRITING WITH CRITICALITY, NOT
JUST DESCRIPTION

Synthesis is the Art of Connecting the Dots Next Page

Summary vs. Synthesis: Summary tells what one author said;
Synthesis tells what the field says.

Analyze and Interpret: Don't just paraphrase; discuss the
significance of findings in relation to the whole.

Critically Evaluate: Mention strengths and weaknesses. "While Smith
(2020) provides a robust framework, the small sample size limits
generalizability."

Voice: Your voice should lead the review, using sources as evidence
for your claims.



Student Central Services Student Central Services 

The Perfect Structural
Blueprint

ConclusionBody
Paragraphs

Define the
problem or

debate. 
Introduction 

1

Transitions

2 4

A Clear Flow Guides the Reader Through the
Literature

Next Page



Avoid These Common Master's
Level Pitfalls

Listing authors one by one without
connecting them.

The "Laundry List"
 Accepting every source as "truth" without
questioning methods or bias.

Lack of Criticality
Using too many direct quotes; aim to
paraphrase and synthesize in your own
words.

Over-Quoting

Relying on old research when the
field has moved on (especially in
tech/science).

Outdated Sources
Including interesting but irrelevant papers
that don't support your research question.

Losing the Focus



Is my research question clearly defined?

Have I identified the major themes and debates?

Is the structure logical and easy to follow?

Have I identified a clear gap that my research fills?

Is the tone academic and the citations consistent?

Does my conclusion lead naturally into my own research?

Final Checklist for a Perfect Review
Student Central Servcies Student Central Servcies 



WRAP-UP & ACTION PLAN

Action Steps:

Set goals

Book ALS coaching

Share one writing
habit you’ll

change

Draft a semester
writing timeline



Thank
You. 
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